[bookmark: _Toc286396680]National Veterans Creative Arts Competition 
Highlights 

Competition Deadline Date – Friday, March 20, 2020
All entries submitted to the national level of competition must be postmarked on or before Friday, March 20, 2020.

Branding Local Competition
When hosting your local competition be sure to explain to media outlets that you are hosting a local competition.  This is different than hosting the Festival event.  You may state that your local event is a Veteran Creative Arts Competition or the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival, (insert your VA facility name) Competition.

Funding for Travel to the NVCAF is the Responsibility of the Local VA Facility
Funding support and arrangements for travel to and from the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival for Veterans invited to attend the NVCAF is the responsibility of the local VA facility.  Lodging, meals and ground transportation during the Festival week will be provided through national Festival funds.  These expenses will be provided for up to 5 eligible Veterans invited in the Group Art category and Creative Writing Special Recognition category and up to 5 eligible Veterans invited in the group categories of the dance, drama, and music divisions.  

Judging Process and Competition Results
It is recommended that staff meet with the Veterans to explain the judging process at the local and national level.  As with other juried competitions the results are based on subjective reviews by a panel of judges.  The score sheets are not shared publicly and the judges’ decisions are final.

Therapeutic Arts Scholarship Information
The Therapeutic Arts Scholarship (TAS) information, nomination and consent forms have been moved to the front of the handbook.  See pages 17-21 for more information.  Each VA medical facility may nominate only one TAS from their facility to the national level of competition.  

CBOCs and Vet Centers
VA Staff at Community Based Outpatient Clinics and Vet Centers may host their own local competitions. Veterans must still be enrolled to receive care in the VA health care system prior to entering the competition.



National Veterans Creative Arts Competition 
Highlights (continued)

Entry File Naming Format 
All entries into the competition for each of the divisions must now be titled using the same format:

Division-Category number-first 5 letters of title-Veteran initials-station number/code
Use capital letters for image title and use small letters for artist initials (first and last name only).  

Art = ART
Creative Writing = CW
Dance = DA  		
Drama = DR
Music = M

Art Division Updates
· See page 25, rule 17 for clarification on the definition of sets.

Creative Writing Division Updates
· Monologue/Duologue category changed to Short Script.  See page 43 for category definition.

Dance Division Updates
· The dance division categories have been renumbered.

Music Division Updates
· The music division categories have been renumbered.

National Veterans Creative Arts (NVCA) Competition SharePoint Site
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/stc/NVCAF/default.aspx
The National Veterans Creative Arts Competition SharePoint site can only be accessed by VA employees using a networked VA computer.  Non-VA employees cannot access the SharePoint site.   



National Veterans Creative Arts Competition 
Highlights (continued)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Submit the Entry Information in Excel using our 2020 NVCA Excel Worksheet
VA Staff Point of Contact:  Go to the National Veterans Creative Arts Competition SharePoint site to find the Excel document needed to submit entry information from your VA facility.  You may also e-mail Amy Kimbler at Amy.Kimbler@va.gov or any of the national chairpersons and they can provide you the Excel document.  With this Excel document you can enter ALL of the division information into ONE worksheet and upload to the NVCA SharePoint site for your facility.  Retain the entry forms collected as well as the signed consent forms at your VA facility.

Items to Submit to the National Level for Each Division
	 
	Art
	Creative 
Writing
	Dance
	Drama
	Music

	Local Level Vet Participation tab with Veteran information from your local level
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Division tab with entry information for the entries moving on to the national level of competition 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	Contact Sheet (refer to Page 40 of the Competition Handbook)
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 

	JPEG images and Word document narratives 
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Word documents and narratives 
	 
	X
	 
	 
	 

	Upload video files and Word document narratives 
	 
	 
	X
	X
	X
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National Chairpersons 
	Art Division 
Fine Art
Categories 1-14
	Art Division 
Applied Art
Categories 15-34

	Art Division 
Kit Categories
Categories 35-50

	Nadene Stillings (OT1) 
National Fine Art Chairperson
ENRM Veterans Hospital
200 Springs Road 
Bedford, MA  01730
Phone: (781) 687-3199 
Cell : 781-382-5996
FAX: (781) 687-3305
E-mail: Nadene.Stillings@va.gov

	Karen Wait (117/JB)
National Applied Art Chairperson
VA Medical Center
#1 Jefferson Barracks Drive
St. Louis, MO  63125
Phone: (314) 652-4100 x64535
E-mail: Karen.Wait@va.gov
	Kari Fritz (654/18)
National Craft Kit Chairperson
VA Sierra Nevada Health Care System
975 Kirman Avenue
Reno, NV  89502
Phone: (775) 785-7119
FAX: (775) 785-7003
E-mail: Kari.Fritz@va.gov



	Creative Writing 

	Dance 

	Drama

	Madge Scherer (EC117)
National CW Chairperson
VA Health Care System
4801 Veterans Drive
St. Cloud, MN  56303
Phone: (320) 252-1670 x7336
FAX: (320) 255-6327
E-mail: Madge.Scherer@va.gov

	Natalie Cole (116RT)
National Dance Chairperson
VA Medical Center
1201 NW 16th Street
Miami, FL  33125
Phone: (305) 575-7000 x6740
Cell: (786) 831-0131
E-mail: Natalie.Cole@va.gov

	Dana Castanier (122TR)
National Drama Chairperson
VA Medical Center
5500 Armstrong Road 
Battle Creek, MI  49037
Phone: (269) 966-5600 x33933
FAX: (269) 223-6101
E-mail: Dana.Castanier@va.gov




	Music 
Categories 1-22
	Music
Categories 23-43

	Jillian Thompson (117C)
National Music Co-Chairperson
VA Medical Center
508 Fulton Street
Durham, NC  27705
Phone: (919) 286-0411 x17 7728
Cell: (512) 627-3977
E-mail: Jillian.Thompson3@va.gov

	Erin Todd (11G/RT)
National Music Co-Chairperson
VA Medical Center
10,000 Bay Pines Blvd.
Bldg. 1, 5th floor, Room A539
Bay Pines, FL  33744
Phone: (727) 398-6661 x15884
E-mail: Erin.Todd@va.gov





National Rules – The Competition
1. Entries must be uploaded or postmarked to the National Chairpersons no later than Friday, March 20, 2020 for Veterans to be eligible to compete at the national level.
2. Eligibility:  Veterans must be enrolled to receive care at a VA medical facility before entering your local competition.  This facility should be the site where he/she receives their primary care.  He/she can submit an entry in creative writing, dance, drama or music categories with a Veteran or group from another VA facility, but still represents and must go through his/her originating VA facility to enter the competition.  
3. Eligible Veterans are only permitted to enter through one VA facility competition each year.
4. Each Veteran must work with a VA staff person from the VA facility at which he/she receives his/her primary treatment to submit entries into the competition, or risk disqualification.  
5. Entry information for all entries in art, creative writing, dance, drama, and music must be submitted by the VA staff contact person using the NVCA Competition Data Entry Excel worksheet.  (See page 5 for information on how to access this document.)  The entry forms in this handbook may be used to gather the necessary information to complete the Excel worksheet for each VA facility.  Staff should retain the entry forms and the necessary consent forms for reference and verification purposes as needed.  Each division has entry forms that are specific for their division.  Please use the forms provided in this handbook to make copies as needed.
6. A 10-3203 form (Consent for Production and Use of Verbal or Written Statements, Photographs, Digital Images, and/or Video or Audio Recordings by VA) must be completed and signed by every Veteran entering the local and national level of competition.  These forms do not need to be sent to the national chairpersons.  The staff contact person submitting the entry for the Veteran should safeguard the signed consent forms at their VA facility.  
7. Entries created/recorded/written by Veterans who have passed away prior to the national deadline of March 20, 2020 are not eligible to be submitted to the national level of competition.
8. No one Veteran will be allowed to enter more than three art categories and one group category in the art division.  No one Veteran will be allowed to enter more than three creative writing categories in the creative writing division.  No one Veteran will be allowed to enter more than three solo categories and three group categories in the dance, drama and music divisions.  Veterans can have only one entry per category in each division.  
9. First-place ties in a category at the local competition MUST be re-judged at the local level as only one entry for each category will be accepted from each VA facility.  A formal competition is not required at the local level but is strongly encouraged.  All eligible Veterans should be given the opportunity to participate regardless of degree of talent.
10. Veterans may not expand the number of their entries in any one division using a different name (for example:  pen names, stage names, different artist names, etc.).
National Rules – The Competition (continued)
11. A single entry may not be submitted into two or more categories within the same division.  It is acceptable for an entry to be submitted into multiple divisions if the rules are followed for each division. 
12. Send only the first-place winners from your competition.  Only one entry for each category will be accepted from a VA facility.  
13. For ALL divisions:  Veterans who have received a gold medal in the same category from any of the 5 divisions (art, creative writing, dance, drama, and music) for two consecutive years must enter a different category the third year.  Failure to comply with this rule will result in the entry being disqualified.
14. Veterans may not enter the same art, creative writing, dance, drama and music entry again once it has won first-place nationally.  Failure to comply with this rule will result in disqualification of the entry.  Additionally, Veterans should be encouraged to enter new material each year rather than repeat entries.
15. Veterans in national first, second and third place groups of up to four in art, creative writing, dance, drama and music will each be presented a medal.  Groups of 5 or more will be presented a medal if possible or will be provided an award certificate.  Non-Veterans and Veterans serving as accompanists, or dance partners, or dramatic readers that enhance an entry will not receive medals or certificates.  
16. Prior to submitting entries in the competition, eligible Veterans who are also VA employees should discuss leave options/restrictions with their supervisor in the event they might be invited to attend the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival.
17. Final results of each of the five divisions of competition will be sent via E-mail to staff contact persons by mid-June.  A list of Veterans invited to attend the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival will also be sent to the staff contact persons of the invited Veterans by mid-June.
[bookmark: _Toc286396683]Art Division
18. All artwork entered (except for the Military Combat Experience, category 14) must have been completed after April 1, 2019.  
19. Art entries must be submitted as digital images only.  Do not submit the actual art or photographs of the art as they will be disqualified.
20. There will only be one phase of national competition visual art judging.  Judges will select first, second and third place based on the scores they provide during the digital image judging in April.  Only the first-place pieces from each category from the national competition digital image judging will be shipped in May from the VA medical centers to the 2020 NVCAF VA facility location.
National Rules – The Competition (continued)
21. Once an entry has placed first in the art division at the national level of competition it is NOT eligible to be entered again.  
22. Visual art entries may be submitted via CD or via the NVCA Competition SharePoint site:
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/stc/NVCAF/default.aspx

23. All first-place gold medal winners from the National Art Division Competition will be invited to the Festival.
[bookmark: _Toc286396684]Creative Writing Division
24. Creative Writing entries must adhere to the font size (12-point font) and rules indicated within each category description. 
25. Creative Writing entries must be submitted via the NVCA Competition SharePoint site:[image: Clip art picture of a star]
  New!

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/stc/NVCAF/default.aspx
(Staff from State Veterans Homes are the exception to this rule and may submit entries in other ways.  Please reach out to the Creative Writing chairperson to coordinate.)
26. Following the national judging, all first-place gold medal winners from the creative writing division will be invited to attend the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival.  
Dance, Drama, and Music Divisions
27. All entries in the dance, drama and music divisions must be recorded after April 1, 2019.
28. Dance, drama and music entries must be video recorded and must be approximately three minutes in length.  
29. Music entries must be recorded live.  No voice-over dubbing will be allowed.  No lip syncing to a pre-recorded track will be allowed.
30. Title Slides for SharePoint entries, CDs, DVDs:  Each entry must have a title slide displayed prior to the entry being shown.  The title slide can be inserted during the editing process or it can be done manually prior to the taping of the Veteran.  A handwritten sign can be held up that states the category, title of piece and name of Veteran or Veterans in the entry.  Please do not include elaborate menus or graphics.
31. Performing art entries may be submitted via CD/DVD or via the NVCA Competition SharePoint site:  https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/stc/NVCAF/default.aspx[image: Clip art picture of a star]
  New!

32. VOB files will not be accepted.  


National Rules – The Competition (continued)
33. If submitting entries on CDs/DVDs:  Be sure to label the CDs/DVDs sent to each division (dance, drama, and music) chairperson.  Label it with the city and state of your VA facility.  Also include the division entering and category number.  
For example:  St. Cloud, MN  -  Music Division  -  Cat. 1
34. Following the national judging, the first-place winning entries from the national competition in the dance, drama and music divisions will advance for viewing and possible selection for inclusion in the 2020 Festival stage show performance.  Due to the overall number of Veterans that can be accommodated for stage show purposes, some of the first-place-winning Veterans will not be invited to attend the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival. [image: Clip art picture of a star]
  New!

35. References to diagnosis and explanations of emotional or personal content related to the entry or Veteran will not be read or communicated to the national judges.  The exception to this rule is an entry submitted into a category that require a write-up.

*The national chairpersons and judges of the competitions reserve the right to disqualify an entry if the above rules are not followed.
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National Rules – The Festival
1. Following the national judging, those invited to attend the 2020 National Veterans Creative Arts Festival will be notified by late-June via their staff contact person.  Veterans who are invited and accept the invitation must submit all required Festival registration forms to the host site of the 2020 NVCAF no later than August 1, 2020.  
2. Funding support and arrangements for travel to and from the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival for those Veterans invited to attend the NVCAF is the responsibility of the local VA facility.  Lodging, meals and ground transportation during the Festival will be provided through national Festival funds.  These expenses will be provided for up to 5 eligible Veterans invited in the Group Art category and Creative Writing Special Recognition category and up to 5 eligible Veterans invited in the group categories of the dance, drama, and music divisions.  
3. Stage show performance costumes for winning acts invited to the Festival will be the responsibility of the participant(s).  Male participants will be requested to bring black pants and a white collared, long-sleeve dress shirt.  Other production number costumes such as vests, ties, etc., will be provided.  Women participants will be provided a Festival chorus dress.
4. Veterans who are invited to the Festival must be prepared (either themselves or through their staff contact person) to send an E-mail including the lyrics for music and dance and words/narration for drama entries in order for this to be placed in the show script.  E-mails can be sent to Suzanne.Anderson4@va.gov.
5. [bookmark: _Hlk24875151]Veterans who are invited to the Festival and accept the invitation to attend must commit to participating fully in the Festival week to the best of their ability.  This includes all workshops, seminars, rehearsals, outings, exhibitions, stage show performance, etc.
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